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SCHOOLS, HEALTH AND PUBLIC TRANSPORT — FUNDING 
Motion 

HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan) [10.06 am] — without notice: I move — 

That this house —  

(a) welcomes the continuation of the treatment of iron ore fines in determining the distribution of 
GST to Western Australia; 

(b) calls on the Barnett government to use this extra revenue to cancel the planned funding cuts to 
schools and health, and to honour its election promises for public transport infrastructure; and 

(c) calls on the federal government to maintain $500 million allocation for Western Australian 
public transport in the federal budget. 

I am pleased to move this motion because it gives this house an opportunity to debate some fundamental issues 
in our community today—that is, the extra revenue that the Barnett government will receive through the GST 
could be managed better and differently, and the Barnett government’s priorities could be realigned to take this 
revenue into account. This extra GST revenue will give the Barnett government the chance to look at the effects 
of its cuts to school funding and its neglect and poor management of the health system in Western Australia. 
This extra money will give the Barnett government the chance to address and reprioritise these areas as a matter 
of urgency. This extra revenue will also give the Barnett government a chance to pause and reset and to stand up 
to the Abbott government and say, “This is what the people of Western Australia really want and what they 
really need. Give us the funding needed to address public transport needs in our state that was already in the 
budget and reverse your broken promises on the Gonski school funding so that our schools can be funded to the 
level that they need and deserve and our kids can have the same chances as kids across Australia for a good-
quality education.” This money will also give the Barnett government the opportunity to stand up to the Abbott 
government on affordable health care and to call on the Abbott government to stop the effective dismantling of 
Medicare. 

Let us look at the extra revenue that the Barnett government will now receive. We know that the Barnett 
government will probably receive in the vicinity of an extra $500 million in GST for which it previously had not 
budgeted. The Commonwealth Grants Commission recommended that Western Australia should get 37.6c in 
every GST dollar raised in WA in the forthcoming 2014–15 year. When Troy Buswell was at the helm, Treasury 
had budgeted in last year’s state budget for only a 27c in the dollar return to WA in GST revenue. This revenue 
was a result of lower iron ore prices, which have fallen about $20 a tonne between this time last year and now. 
Some of my colleagues will go into a bit more detail about that, but the effect for the purpose of this motion is 
that WA will receive an extra $500 million in GST revenue for which this government had not budgeted. This 
extra revenue means that the Barnett government has a chance to look at this and re-prioritise its spending and to 
acknowledge that its cuts in spending do not have to be as dramatic as they are.  

Let us look at the first area that could be affected by this extra GST revenue. On one hand, WA will receive an 
extra $500 million, but on the other hand the Barnett government has cut $183 million from schools in this 
financial year. The people of Western Australia have been drastically let down by the Barnett government and 
have been let down by the Abbott government with its broken promises on the Gonski school funding. 
Approximately $183 million has been cut from the education budget. What does this mean for the region I 
represent, the East Metropolitan Region? Funding cuts in 2013–14 for the East Metropolitan Region were 
approximately $22 987 963. Let us look at two electorates within the East Metropolitan Region. In Mount 
Lawley, for example, seven schools will have funding cuts in the vicinity of $1 143 140. In the Swan Hills 
electorate the cuts are even higher—$1 591 185. That includes cuts to Bullsbrook College of approximately 
$400 000 and cuts to Eastern Hills Senior High School of approximately $300 000. Going back to Mount Lawley 
for a minute, Mount Lawley Senior High School —  

Hon Ken Travers: Excellent school.  

Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: It is an excellent school and has produced and continues to produce some very fine 
students, of course. Mount Lawley Senior High School is finding it very difficult now that it is facing cuts of 
around $602 000. Yesterday I heard some media reports that the school is considering cutting physical education 
classes for students in years 11 and 12 as a result of funding cuts. Certainly it has made it very difficult for 
schools not only in the Mount Lawley and Swan Hills electorate, but also right across Western Australia to 
identify how they will manage these funding cuts of which they had no warning and that were denied in the first 
instance by this government, but with which they now have to deal. Only this week I was talking with someone 
associated with the Maylands School of Instrumental Music; they told me about the extra hours that they have 
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had to put in while working at the school. Some of the teachers are finding it very difficult to cope because of the 
loss of full-time staff. That is one example of how schools are finding it tough to manage these funding cuts.  

Let us put that together with the federal government’s approach to education. I think it did about three backflips 
in about six months on education policy leading up to now. The federal government has broken its promise to 
fully fund the Gonski school education program. During the election, Mr Abbott told the Australian people that 
he would fully fund and match Labor’s school funding program dollar for dollar over the next four years, but 
that is another broken promise; it will not happen. If Tony Abbott had not broken his promise to instigate the 
Gonski school package, Colin Barnett would not have been able to implement his cuts either. The Abbott 
government has committed a meagre $120 million to Western Australia schools over four years. That is a 
massive broken promise.  

Let us move on to health. Before the election the Barnett government promised to give an estimated $180 million 
to the redevelopment of Royal Perth Hospital. As members know, Royal Perth Hospital — 

Several members interjected.  

The PRESIDENT: Order! Somebody flicked a switch somewhere, I think. We all know that debates are 
conducted according to standard guidelines and standing orders. Hon Alanna Clohesy has the floor, not 
16 others.  

Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: As Fiona Stanley Hospital has been brought to my attention I will refer to it now. I 
was going to get to that, Hon Jim Chown. Fiona Stanley Hospital will be open one year late. An amount of 
$118 million has been paid to Serco for this hospital with no patients. That is $118 million wasted, down the 
gurgler, for a hospital with no patients. Imagine what that $118 million could be used for.  

Hon Jim Chown interjected.  

The PRESIDENT: Order! Hon Jim Chown, you know how this process works. There are opportunities for 
different members to make their contribution but only in turn. You cannot all do it at once.  

Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: That is $118 million down the gurgler for a hospital with no patients.  

Hon Darren West: A very clean hospital.  

Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: It is shameful, Hon Darren West, that patients are queuing at other hospitals while 
Fiona Stanley Hospital is empty. Let me get back to Royal Perth Hospital. The government promised 
$180 million for the redevelopment of Royal Perth Hospital. At the 2008 state election the Liberal Party 
promised to — 

... transform RPH into a 400-bed trauma facility with a new emergency department and a new west 
wing.  

The Barnett government also made the same commitment in the 2013 election. I care about this because it is one 
of the busiest trauma facilities in Australia and it is one of the best known and well-regarded trauma facilities in 
Australia. We know that; we also know that people from surrounding areas feed into that hospital and use it with 
some regularity, and depend on it for their health care. That is what is important, and that is what is being lost, 
because this government breaks its promises. 

On top of that absolute waste and mismanagement of the Fiona Stanley Hospital, and on top of breaking 
promises of $180 million to redevelop Royal Perth Hospital, as if that is not enough, Tony Abbott wants to 
dismantle Medicare and does not want to provide people with equal access to — 

Point of Order 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: On multiple occasions this morning the honourable member has not referred to members 
by their correct title. I believe that the Prime Minister is, indeed, “honourable”. She has the alternatives of 
referring to him as Hon Tony Abbott or the Prime Minister. 

The PRESIDENT: When you are formally addressing somebody, I think that is correct, but as long as it is done 
within context and not in a derogatory way, I believe that that is appropriate. The member just needs to be 
conscious that she needs to be respectful of other members and other positions within our Australian 
jurisdictions, regardless of who holds them. 

Debate Resumed 

Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: Mr Abbott wants to put a $6 fee on bulk billing for people to see a doctor. That is 
the thin edge of the wedge; that is the start of the dismantling of equal access to health care in Australia, because 
we know that the Liberal Party does not support Medicare, a universal health care system — 
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Hon Darren West: Never have. 

Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: It never has, Hon Darren West.  

We also know that it is the thirtieth anniversary of the establishment of Medicare, a universal health care system 
brought in by a federal Labor government 30 years ago this year. That is something to indeed be very proud of, 
and certainly something that has contributed to positive health outcomes for Australians, and Western 
Australians in particular. We know that the $6 fee for Medicare is a tax that families who access bulk billing will 
have to pay. It is a health tax. It is a tax that families who are already struggling with Western Australia’s high 
cost of living — 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! I have often said that you reap what you sow in this place. If you do not respect 
somebody on their feet and their opportunity to say a few words, you cannot expect the same courtesy in return. 
If members wish to make a contribution to this or any other debate, they are entitled to expect the same respect 
that they receive when they are on their feet, as they apply to others. 

Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: I understand, really, that it is very difficult for those opposite to hear some of this, 
because it is something to be very, very ashamed of. I sometimes think that if the Liberal Party actually stood up 
for health and education, it would not find this so difficult. There are a lot of good people standing up for 
Western Australia; a lot of people standing up to the Abbott government, saying, “Stop cutting health care and 
stop cutting education in Western Australia”. Those good people include Senator Louise Pratt, who has been 
standing up, particularly on those two issues, to the Abbott government, and has also stood up for public 
transport infrastructure in Western Australia. My motion here today — 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order, members! As I said before, we do not want to sanitise debate completely, but by the 
same token, you have to give the member on their feet the opportunity to say what they wish to say. 

Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: That was difficult again for them. 

My motion today calls on the federal government to maintain $500 million spending on public infrastructure that 
was already in the budget, because the Abbott government has ripped that out of the budget completely. We 
know that only a Labor government will have a strong and unbreakable commitment to public transport, and we 
know that only a Labor government will deliver public transport infrastructure in Western Australia. That is why 
we need strong people standing up in the Senate, in federal Parliament, to call on the Abbott government and 
take it to task about ripping out $500 million of public transport infrastructure spending from Western Australia. 

We know that neither the federal Abbott government nor the state Barnett government has a strong commitment 
to Western Australia in terms of public transport infrastructure—promised, broken, not delivered. We know that 
there are a lot of public transport infrastructure projects that have been delayed, cut and cancelled—all promises 
that this government had made. Let us look at one of those projects, the MAX light rail project. That has had a 
very chequered history, has it not? Some planning went into it and some pretty designs were made, but what has 
happened to it? It has been cut; it has been delayed. Is it going to happen? Doubtful, because the state 
government was relying on the Abbott government to fund it. We were told before the last state election that the 
MAX light rail was “fully funded, fully costed”, but in fact, that budget was relying on money from the federal 
government, which has been cut; it has been ripped away. Of course, it was not fully funded and it was not fully 
costed; it has been delayed and we are very unlikely to see when it is going to happen. There are so many more 
transport projects that I could talk about in which the same thing happens. We know that this government has a 
blind spot in relation to public transport funding. We know that this government has a blind spot in relation to 
education, and will compromise children’s education because of these cuts. We know that this government has a 
blind spot towards the universal health care system. What we need is strong people standing up to both this 
government in Western Australia and the Abbott government in the Senate, to say, “No more; re-prioritise. Let’s 
have world standard education, health and public transport services”. 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health) [10.28 am]: I take the 
opportunity to provide a bit of a reality check to Hon Alanna Clohesy. Many of the issues she has raised are not 
factual; they are in her imagination and, I think, in the imagination of the Labor Party in general. I take this 
opportunity to provide some factual information from the Department of Treasury around some of the issues that 
have been raised. 

Since the 2010 methodology review, the Commonwealth Grants Commission has measured the states’ relative 
capacities to collect onshore mining royalty revenue within two groups. One group is the low-rate group for 
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minerals with a national average royalty rate below five per cent, and the other is the high-rate group for 
minerals with a national average royalty rate above five per cent. The commission has been directed by the 
commonwealth Treasurer through successive terms of reference to not reclassify iron ore fines, with regard to 
Western Australia’s alignment in 2010 of the 3.75 per cent iron ore fines royalty rate under state agreements with 
the then 5.625 per cent iron ore fines rate in the Mining Act 1978. Subsequently, the royalty rate for iron ore 
fines increased 6.5 per cent from 1 July 2012 to 7.5 per cent from 1 July 2013. This potentially could have led to 
the reclassification of iron ore fines into the high-rate group in 2014–15, allowing for the time lag in the 
Commonwealth Grants Commission processes. However, the commonwealth Treasurer directed the Grants 
Commission to retain iron ore fines at the low-rate group for 2014–15. The outcome of the Grants Commission’s 
2014 update report is currently embargoed; however, it is understood that the $371 million upward revision in 
our 2014–15 goods and services tax grant resulting from the updated report does not relate to the treatment of 
iron ore fines; it mainly relates to revisions in data previously used by the Commonwealth Grants Commission. 
The state’s midyear review was based on iron ore fines being retained in the low-rate group for 2014–15. It also 
assumed a reclassification of iron ore fines to the high rate, phasing in from 2015–16 over three years. This 
reclassification reduces Western Australia’s 2015–16 GST grant by about $300 million, building up to $1 billion 
in 2017–18. However, Western Australia’s GST grant in 2015–16 and future years will depend on the outcome 
of the Commonwealth Grants Commission’s 2015 methodology review due in February 2015, which could 
significantly claim the method of assessing states’ capacities in raising mining royalties. 

In respect of the iron ore price, since the 2013–14 midyear review cut-off date on 4 December 2014, the iron ore 
benchmark price used in the state’s revenue forecasting process has declined by 23.7 per cent. The price decline 
has been particularly sharp since the end of last week—seven per cent since 7 March 2014. The reasons for the 
decline since the 2013–14 midyear review include weaknesses in the Chinese steel industry; low steel prices; 
excess capacity; tighter credit availability; tightening environmental controls; very high iron ore inventories at 
Chinese ports; weak export data and a small-scale default on a domestic bond issue, which could signal a shift in 
the government supporting weak industries; and a reported cut in credit to poor-performing steel mills. Beyond 
the very short term, Chinese demand for Australian iron ore should continue to be supported by factors such as 
the urbanisation of China, as well as the high cost of Chinese domestic iron ore production. 

In summarising the advice that I have received from Treasury, the commonwealth Treasurer’s direction to treat 
iron ore fines as a low royalty rate commodity for the 2014–15 GST grant year was already incorporated in GST 
estimates reported in the midyear review. Although the commonwealth Treasurer had not formally issued the 
terms of reference at that time, page 35 of the midyear review notes that the state government had received 
advice from the commonwealth Treasurer that he intended to direct the Grants Commission not to reclassify iron 
ore fines from a low-rate to a high-rate commodity; so it is not related to the fines issue. The upward revision of 
Western Australia’s 2014–15 GST grant recorded in the Grants Commission’s recent update does not relate to 
the treatment of iron ore fines, it mainly relates to the revision of data used by the Grants Commission. Claims in 
The West Australian on 7 March 2014 that Western Australia will receive an additional $500 million in GST as a 
result of the Grants Commission recent update are exaggerated. I again ask opposition members not to do their 
research through The West Australian. They should do some work in their own right! 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Minister, Just wait until it settles down. Do not try to speak over the voices. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: Mr President, I expect, if they do not use The West Australian they will use the 
Fremantle Herald or whatever it is called—that amazing newspaper that provides really objective information! 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! One at a time! 

Hon HELEN MORTON: Western Australia’s GST share is still expected to decline sharply to a new historical 
low. Recent volatility in the iron ore price and the large sensitivity of revenue to movements in the iron ore 
prices also represent a significant potential risk to revenue. As an indication of the risk, the iron ore price of the 
United States at $106 per tonne delivered to China at 12 March 2014 is significantly below the average assumed 
price of $US130.8 per tonne in 2013–14. Holding everything else unchanged, for every US dollar per tonne, the 
average price in 2013–14 is lower than the assumed price revenue in 2013–14 and will be approximately 
$45 million lower than it would otherwise have been. 

More generally, I note that the education and health sectors have benefited from significant increases in funding 
by the state government, but I will leave those comments to other government members who will speak on this 
motion. I do not think that Hon Alanna Clohesy indicated any awareness or understanding of the complexities of 
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commissioning a hospital as large and as complex as Fiona Stanley Hospital and she probably needs to get a 
better feel for what is involved in that work as well. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! One at a time! 

Hon HELEN MORTON: Thank you very much, again, Mr President. I ask Hon Alanna Clohesy to perhaps 
reflect on why Hon Tony Abbott, the Prime Minister of Australia, is well known and well regarded as 
Medicare’s greatest friend. 

Several members interjected. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: He is well regarded. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Hansard are charged with the duty of recording this debate. They cannot record — 

Hon Ken Travers: Howls of laughter! 

The PRESIDENT: They cannot record about 10 voices at once. That is impossible. They are very clever at 
making good speeches out of ordinary comments sometimes, but they cannot reflect all the interjections at once. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: Mr President, I will complete my short statement on this by saying that I note that the 
motion that was put forward calls on the Barnett government to use what the Labor Party considers is “extra 
revenue” to cancel so-called planned funding cuts. The motions talks about schools, health and transport, 
because these are the things that obviously the opposition sees as eminently important. However, we were 
talking just yesterday about the so-called concerns being expressed by the opposition for cuts to child protection, 
but Hon Alanna Clohesy has not mentioned it in this motion; it is not an issue for her. It just goes to show what 
an absolute farce yesterday’s motion was. The member cannot even raise that issue! 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Let us keep the debate civilised. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: The reason that the member has not raised the issue is that there is no reason to, and 
she knows it! 

HON KEN TRAVERS (North Metropolitan) [10.38 am]: I do not know if I have ever heard such a bizarre 
performance from a government lead speaker in a long time in this place. The opposition moved a motion that 
welcomes the continuation of the treatment of iron ore fines in determining the distribution of the goods and 
services tax to Western Australia. This was a decision taken by the federal Liberal Treasurer, Joe Hockey. We 
then heard the minister attacking Shane Wright’s story in The West Australian the other day. It is almost as 
though members opposite did not want us to acknowledge that Joe Hockey did something that we support. One 
of the reasons we supported it was that Joe Hockey honoured a decision that was taken previously by the then 
federal Treasurer, Wayne Swan, on these matters.  

I refer members to the “Report on GST Revenue Sharing Relativities—2012 Update”. On page 42 it contains a 
paragraph that refers to mining revenue and the treatment of iron ore fines that highlights the following —  

In its 2011–12 Budget, the Western Australian Government announced it would increase its royalty rate 
on iron ore fines.  

Let us not forget this government is happy to tax the mining industry in Western Australia at every opportunity. 
It continues — 

A first increase would take effect from 1 July 2012 and a second from 1 July 2013. The second increase 
will align its royalty rate on iron ore fines with its rate on lump iron ore.  

In the next paragraph, on page 43, it states — 

The first rate increase will affect the 2012–13 year. This year will first enter our assessment period in 
the 2014 Update. We have deferred consideration of the rate increases until that time. This will also 
allow more time to consult with States.  

Point of Order 

Hon HELEN MORTON: I would appreciate it if the member opposite tabled the information he is reading 
from.  

Hon KEN TRAVERS: The member understands the new rules about tabling documents.  
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The PRESIDENT: Order! You are entitled to raise the point of order and raise it as a request to the member, 
but, of course, the member is not obliged to table it if it is simply his notes. If it is other information, he may 
wish to table it. I do not know.  

Hon KEN TRAVERS: I am more than happy to provide the minister with a copy of the document I was 
referring to because, clearly, her researchers are not good enough.  

Several members interjected.  

The PRESIDENT: Order! The only obligation he has is to identify the document he is quoting from.  

Hon KEN TRAVERS: I did that at the beginning, Mr President. As I said, I am more than happy to print a copy 
and provide the member with a copy of the document. 

Debate Resumed 

Hon KEN TRAVERS: This issue is not new. The only other question I will ask on this matter is: why could we 
not get from Joe Hockey a permanent ruling on iron ore fines? The federal government has had two years to 
consult with the states. It is not beyond the state’s capacity, but at the very least, we welcome the fact that the 
other option, to kill it off, was not taken. A cynic might say that that was because the federal government did not 
want to make that decision before the Senate by-election. It is interesting to note that the minister made the point 
that the state government expects the federal Liberal government to ultimately decide to treat those fines as high 
value and, therefore, we will lose more GST. The minister said the government expects that to occur. I hope that 
turns out to be wrong and that, as part of the methodology review, we in Western Australia will convince the 
federal government not to do that and not to punish Western Australia further with respect to the GST.  

I found it absolutely fascinating the other day when I heard members of the Liberal Party say that although the 
GST is one thing, federal governments can also invest in Western Australian infrastructure. This is something I 
think Hon Eric Ripper used to talk about. Although we deserve a better deal on GST and its distribution 
methodology needs to be changed, until it is changed, federal governments can assist Western Australia by 
investing in our infrastructure. That is something the previous federal Labor government did. It invested in 
infrastructure in Western Australia at a record level. The level of investment in infrastructure in Western 
Australia between the Howard Liberal government and the Rudd and Gillard governments was beyond 
comprehension. In fact, in the former federal Labor government’s last budget, which set the parameters for the 
next round of road funding, it provided for record expenditure in Western Australia. I might add that that record 
expenditure has been upheld by the current federal government but pushed back. In the most recent midyear 
review a number of the projects have been delayed; some $167 million of federal and state money has been taken 
out of federally funded projects in WA. That has resulted in a number of projects being deferred—important 
projects that would drive the national economy, such as the North West Coastal Highway. I am glad it was 
finally funded. The Great Northern Highway upgrade is another project that has been pushed back from its 
original time line. The other big infrastructure issue on which the previous federal Labor government indicated 
its willingness to assist the state of Western Australia to meet its infrastructure obligations was public transport. 
The last federal Labor government budget, presented before it lost office, included $500 million for public 
transport. That money has gone or is in the process of being taken out by Tony Abbott. Do we hear a single howl 
from the Premier of Western Australia about that loss of money for WA? Not a word; quiet as a mouse. He 
skulks around Parliament House and does not say a word. If that had been the federal Labor government, he 
would have been on the steps of Parliament House ringing the bells and screaming blue murder about how 
appalling it is for Western Australia. But we hear not a word.  

Western Australian Liberal government members and their federal colleagues have been totally silent. The 
argument was that if we get it back, it does not matter which bucket it comes in. Where is that bucket of 
$500 million for WA? There is not one. The state Liberal government has sold out Western Australia, and the 
interesting thing is that by allowing the federal Liberal government to take that money from us, the state 
government has had to break its election promise on the Metro Area Express light rail and the airport light rail. 
The Liberal government has a personal vested interest in getting that $500 million from the federal government. 
It is quite amazing.  

As an aside, projects were funded by $140 million and $280 million for the overpass on Collier Road. It is great 
when the federal government gives money for that, but one of the problems for this Liberal government, even 
though it had requested that money from the federal government and the then federal Labor government put it in 
the budget, it did not made a commitment at the most recent election to do that work, so it has had to find the 
extra matching $140 million. Labor made sure its plans were fully funded and fully costed, which would have 
allowed those overpasses to be built as part of Metronet. That $140 million would have been a bonus for us and 
we would have been able to deliver those overpasses and the public transport for Western Australia if we had 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 13 March 2014] 

 p1130d-1142a 
Hon Alanna Clohesy; President; Hon Nick Goiran; Hon Helen Morton; Hon Ken Travers; Hon James Chown; 

Hon Darren West; Hon Peter Collier; Hon Adele Farina 

 [7] 

received $500 million from the federal Labor government. Not only was there dysfunction and poor planning in 
the Liberal Party’s transport plans because it asked the federal government for money to build a project, but it 
made no provision in its own election costings for it. That has created a problem for the Liberal government, 
which is then compounded because its Liberal colleagues in the federal government want to take $500 million 
out of funding for Western Australia. I have yet to hear a single member of the Liberal Party complain. If we do 
not want the money for public transport the government should demand it for something else such as education 
or health. I doubt this government can match any more funding on road projects; if it does, it will have to take 
money out of more public transport initiatives, and I think that would be a retrograde step for Western Australia. 
Today I want to hear a single member of the Liberal or National Parties say that they deserve their fair share—
that $500 million in public transport funding. If Tony Abbott will not give it to us for public transport, he should 
give it to us for something else in Western Australia. At the moment the ledger is that we are $500 million worse 
off. That is why in the coming Senate election, if people in Western Australia are smart they will send a clear 
message to the federal government.  

The final thing I want to say is that the shadow Treasurer, Ben Wyatt, engaged with Shane Wright on the 
weekend about that story about the quantum of the increase as a result of that decision. The bottom line is that 
this government is getting revenue. It has continued to get record increases in revenue in every year. It is not 
revenue that is its problem; it is that it cannot prioritise important areas like health and education. It cuts those so 
that it can build its monuments to the Premier.  

HON JIM CHOWN (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [10.50 am]: It is a great pleasure to stand this 
morning and address the motion of Hon Alanna Clohesy. I am always surprised when these motions are put 
forward by the opposition because they give members on this side of the house the opportunity to showcase the 
good work this government is doing in the space of transport and health especially, and education. We have just 
heard 10 minutes from Hon Ken Travers, and I would like to put the honourable member straight on a few 
things.  

In regard to the $500 million promised by the Rudd government—let us not forget that the then Prime Minister 
was put in twice by the Labor government, disregarding the public of this country—the majority of it was 
coming out of the minerals resource rent tax that was pursued by Labor. It virtually cost more to administer than 
it raised. I call on the Labor Party of this state to call on Hon Bill Shorten to withdraw his support for that tax, 
which is anti–Western Australian. That is the root of the matter. We hear from the opposition in this place a 
whole lot of fairytales in regard to certain infrastructure projects in Western Australia, but it will do nothing—
absolutely nothing—to support the public of Western Australia. We will hear a bit more about the MRRT in a 
motion that Hon Liz Behjat will move later in the day.  

In regard to public infrastructure in this state, let us not forget that this state’s population is growing at an 
enormous rate. It has been forecast that by 2025 the state’s population within the metropolitan and Peel regions 
will be 2.5 million people; overall, throughout the state of Western Australia it is likely to be about 3.5 million 
by 2050. At the current rate of population growth, that is likely to be reached by 2040. There will be 
unprecedented population growth in Western Australia, and, yes, public transport and transport in general will be 
absolutely critical to the welfare, wellbeing and standard of living of this state. Let us remember that we are one-
third of the nation in size, and we are about four or five per cent of the population and we do a fantastic job as 
Western Australians —  

Hon Ken Travers: Four or five per cent? 

Hon JIM CHOWN: Hon Ken Travers can tell me what the percentage is. We are 2.5 million people of 
22 million people—whatever that figure comes out to. We do a fantastic job as Western Australians in 
supporting the rest of the nation and maintaining a standard of living that is probably better than any in the 
world.  

In regard to the public transport side of things, the Abbott government has allocated $2.44 billion to transport. 
That is a real figure; it is not a made-up figure. It is not a figure pulled out of a hat by a Labor government. The 
latest Productivity Commission report states that because of the former Labor government’s dysfunctionality in 
the realm of national infrastructure, it needs to be rethought. Jamie Briggs was on the radio this morning 
saying—I hope Hon Ken Travers gets a transcript—that infrastructure was deemed unaffordable due to the 
dysfunctionality of the federal Labor Party when it was in government. This state government is very proudly 
pursuing transport and public transport outcomes that will benefit not only today’s Western Australians, but also 
those of the future. Infrastructure is the absolute key to how we carry on — 

Several members interjected.  

The PRESIDENT: Order, members!  
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Hon JIM CHOWN: Infrastructure is absolutely key to how we will maintain our status economically as a state 
today and in the future.  

I will go back almost 100 years to when Sir John Forrest’s government decided to implement, for the first time in 
the history of mankind, the pumping of water from here to Kalgoorlie—a distance of more than 350 miles. The 
opposition of the day decried that. It did everything in its power, as this opposition is doing today in regard to 
infrastructure, road transport and public transport, to stop it, including initiating inquiries. In the end it caused the 
death of a very good engineer in C.Y. O’Connor. The reality is that that particular infrastructure was key. I am 
just giving an example of how important infrastructure is to Western Australia—its worth to Western Australians 
today is incalculable. This government is implementing infrastructure programs that have never, ever been seen 
before in Western Australia. I am talking about the Gateway WA project, the railway corridor out to the airport, 
and the upgrades to North West Coastal Highway, Great Eastern Highway and Great Northern Highway. They 
have all been funded and are all underway.  

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order!  

Hon Alanna Clohesy: He started it.  

The PRESIDENT: Hon Alanna Clohesy as the mover of the motion has had 20 minutes more than anybody else 
on this motion, and it is now somebody else’s turn to put their point of view.  

Hon JIM CHOWN: The support I receive in regard to the statements I make in this house only gives me more 
encouragement, because obviously the opposition is somewhat in agreement with my statements. I hope it keeps 
it up, quite frankly, because it just encourages me to keep going.  

Let us talk about the Forrestfield airport link, which Hon Ken Travers addressed in his contribution to the motion 
of Hon Alanna Clohesy. There will be a rail service from Forrestfield in the Shire of Kalamunda to the Perth 
CBD. The project will include construction of new suburban stations at Forrestfield, the airport consolidated 
terminal and airport west, which is the current domestic airport precinct. Forrestfield station will service rail 
passenger demand in the eastern and south eastern residential suburbs of High Wycombe, Maida Vale, 
Forrestfield and the Perth areas of Kalamunda and Lesmurdie. An 8.5-kilometre rail link will connect with the 
existing Midland line near Bayswater station. This project will happen, as will all the other projects. Yes, I agree 
that some have been delayed through fiscal restraints, but they will happen because this government has the 
ability to make decisions and get projects underway and ensure that they happen, unlike the previous Labor 
government that was talk, talk, talk, talk, talk and no decisions. It could not make up its mind. For example, what 
about the great southern railway line, which was a good project? I remind the house that that was an initiative of 
the Court government, and the previous Labor government increased the cost of it by some $600 million and put 
an underground in Perth. What happened? There was public protest. The West Australian had a headline about 
how this increase in cost would impact on the state budget. But the government paid for it in one year out of a 
$1.5 billion state surplus. We do not have those surpluses anymore. We make responsible decisions under the 
restrictions that have been imposed on us through the decline of our GST revenue. Unless something is done in 
regard to that decline, this state will find it very difficult to maintain at least a surplus in the future. The Barnett 
government has maintained a surplus every year, and do not forget that we came into government during the 
time of the global financial crisis. What we have achieved as a government in infrastructure, and the forecast of 
what we intend to do in regard to infrastructure, is just outstanding for Western Australia. I am absolutely sure 
that in 2017, Western Australians will acknowledge that by putting this government back in because the 
alternative is unthinkable. 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural) [11.00 am]: I have been sitting here shaking my head listening to 
potentially the next transport minister of Western Australia. Indeed, I presume that Hon Jim Chown will be 
promoted from parliamentary secretary to the Minister for Transport. No wonder the government is having 
trouble keeping its promises. The potential future Minister for Transport told us that he would use his 10 minutes 
to showcase what the Western Australian government has achieved in transport. I will recap what we heard. 
Members should remember that he promised us that he would use his 10 minutes to showcase the achievements 
of the Liberal–National government in Western Australia.  

Hon Jim Chown chose to showcase the coalition government’s advancements in transport by referring to the 
minerals resource rent tax. I do not see how that is showcasing the transport merits of the Western Australian 
state government. The potential future transport minister for Western Australia told us that transport is vital!  

Hon Jim Chown: Do you disagree with that? 

Hon DARREN WEST: No. But Hon Jim Chown told us that he would showcase —  
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Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! I made a comment about a previous speaker a few minutes ago, and the same applies 
to Hon Jim Chown.  

Hon DARREN WEST: The potential future transport minister of Western Australia told us that we are one-
third the size of Australia, that Western Australians have a high standard of living, and that Tony Abbott will 
spend $2.44 billion on transport infrastructure. He told us that the previous Labor government was dysfunctional 
and that his government was pursuing —  

Hon Ken Travers: I can understand why you are having trouble trying to understand what he told us!  

Hon DARREN WEST: I am having trouble understanding what he told us! 

Hon Jim Chown told us that the government is pursuing public transport outcomes and that infrastructure is the 
key. He referred to 100 years ago and to John Forrest, the goldfields pipeline and the tragic death of 
C.Y. O’Connor. He agreed that the airport railway project has been delayed and he told us about the Mandurah 
rail project that the Western Australian Labor government built under transport minister Alannah MacTiernan 
and what his government intends to do. None of the information provided by the potential future transport 
minister of the state of Western Australia showcased anything that the government has done. However, it is not 
hard to see why, because the government has not done very much at all.  

A few weeks ago, Hon Peter Katsambanis moved a good motion in this house about GST revenues. There was 
general consensus in the house that Western Australia needs more revenues. Certainly, members on my side of 
the house referred to the parlous state of the government’s finances, which has been caused by the fiscal 
powerhouse that is the Liberal–National government in Western Australia. We have lost our AAA credit rating; 
indeed, the government has been an economic disaster. Of course, it is prudent that a motion before the house 
welcomes the continuation of the treatment of iron ore fines in determining the distribution of GST to Western 
Australia, because that means an extra $500 million, or thereabouts, to the state of Western Australia. During the 
debate on the motion moved by Hon Peter Katsambanis, my contribution, as well as that of others, focused on 
ways to increase revenues for Western Australia. The GST deal of 1999 to which we were signatories did not 
turn out to be a good deal for Western Australia. Of course we welcome that. It is a good initiative, but it is 
nothing new. It is wheels within wheels. Many economists expected this outcome. It is not really an 
announcement or anything new, but it is welcome—of course it is welcome. We hope that the formula for the 
determination of iron ore fines remains the same so that we can enjoy increased revenues from the GST through 
this mechanism.  

Hon Alanna Clohesy’s excellent motion calls on the Barnett government to use this extra revenue to cancel 
planned funding cuts to schools, which is very important to me because there will be $11 million worth of cuts to 
schools in my electorate. My electorate has the lowest socioeconomic school in Western Australia. The cuts 
being made to that school are in the order of $300 000. I urge the state government to take the $500 million 
windfall—if members wish to call it that—and put it into areas such as education. Geraldton Senior College, 
which is in my electorate, is a very good school at which people are doing their best. It has great staff and a 
dedicated school community. However, only four per cent of students from Geraldton Senior College attend 
university. I urge the government to use that $500 million to introduce initiatives and programs to encourage 
more students to pursue a tertiary education.  

Hon Peter Collier: They might go into trades or other worthwhile pathways.  

Hon DARREN WEST: I do not think that four per cent of students from that school going on to attend 
university is acceptable, minister. The state average is about 23 per cent, with Esperance having 19 per cent. I do 
not think four per cent is acceptable. I beg to differ. 

Just last week I had the unfortunate task of going to the communities of Northam, Merredin, Narrogin and 
Katanning to announce that their hospital upgrades are being delayed; indeed, they will probably be delayed into 
the never-never. I do not think the government has any intention of funding those hospital upgrades, because 
they involve considerable amounts of money. I refer to $141 million, which includes $30-odd million in 
Narrogin and Northam and between $16 million and $17 million in Merredin. Significant investments in those 
communities have been delayed because of the government’s financial mismanagement. We can put some of the 
so-called windfall funds from the distribution of the treatment of iron ore fines back into those regional 
communities. It is unfair to promise a community a massive $30-odd million upgrade to its hospital only to tell 
that community that the upgrade has to be delayed when, realistically, the government has no intention of going 
through with it. We will have to wait and see.  
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Speakers before me mentioned Fiona Stanley Hospital and what a debacle it has become. It is spotlessly clean—
in that regard there are no complaints—but we are spending $260 000 a day on a hospital with no patients, while 
we are laying off staff in hospitals that do have patients. That does not make a whole lot of sense to someone 
who comes from a pragmatic farming background. The opportunity may still exist to build an extra two floors at 
Royal Perth Hospital so that it is bigger than what the old hospital was when it was built several decades ago.  

I am not surprised that the potential future transport minister of Western Australia did not have much to 
showcase—there is not a lot to showcase. The government broke its commitment about a very important issue in 
my electorate. Before the state election, it committed to support viable tier 3 railways, but they are closing down 
as we speak, and every closure is being cheered on by Liberal and National Party members opposite. I do not 
understand that. The government should put some of its windfall back into things that it said it would do for 
regional Western Australia. We always need more money on roads. Great Northern Highway—I will talk about 
it if I get an opportunity during debate on the next motion—is in need of repair. One of Hon Tony Abbott’s first 
acts—for Hon Nick Goiran’s benefit, he is the Prime Minister of Australia!—was to pull $360 million from 
upgrades to that road, which services the mining industry. Of course, the people of Ellenbrook may have some 
ideas about how the government and the potential future transport minister of the state of Western Australia can 
spend the so-called $500 million windfall. I tell members opposite that when Labor Senators are in federal 
Parliament after the 5 April election, they will be fighting for a greater share of the GST deal—they always have 
and they will continue to do so. They will also seek and identify other sources of funding for important 
infrastructure projects in Australia. I am not sure that I can say that about the federal Senate affiliates of 
members opposite. I look forward to everyone else’s contribution.  

HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Leader of the House) [11.09 am]: I would like to 
contribute to the debate. I have taken on board the comments by Hon Ken Travers about the actual wording of 
the motion—yes, I agree with it. We want $500 million spent appropriately. However, the point I would like to 
make concerns the comments made by Hon Alanna Clohesy about education in particular. I would like to give a 
bit of perspective about education funding and delivery in Western Australia since the Liberal–National 
government has been in power; that is, since 2008. I will clarify, once again, that Western Australia’s 
educational funding has never been better in this state since the Liberal–National government has been in office. 
We have increased funding in education from $2.8 billion to $4.4 billion over that period. That is a 55 per cent 
increase in spending. That comes at a time when there has been an increase of nine per cent in students. 
Therefore, that funding has been extraordinary, reflecting the exceptional commitment on the part of our 
government to education. Yes, we have asked schools to tighten their belts over the last 12 months. I 
acknowledge that—I really do. I understand it has been difficult for some schools. Having said that, our schools 
are getting on with the job as the best resourced schools of any state in the nation—I repeat that. Just for clarity, I 
will identify the spending by individual states throughout Australia on their students. In 2014, in sixth place is 
Victoria with $13 801 per student; in fifth place is Queensland, $15 526 per student; in fourth place is 
New South Wales, $15 718 per student; third place is Tasmania, $15 927 per student; and in second place is 
South Australia, $16 323 per student. The spending average across the nation is $15 768 per student. 

Hon Liz Behjat: Who’s in first place? 

Hon PETER COLLIER: Hon Liz Behjat has just asked who is in first place: Western Australia is in first place 
with a whopping $18 731 per student. I repeat: $18 731 per student! 

For those dieticians of doom opposite who are carrying on about how terrible it is with education, I will put some 
clarity into the argument. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order, members! Hansard has got no chance of recording 15 interjections all at once. 
Therefore, your interjections are lost in the debate. Let us have one member speaking at a time 

Withdrawal of Remark 

Hon KEN TRAVERS: Mr President, I have a point of order. I am just not sure whether I was insulted when the 
minister called us all “dieticians of doom” because I am not sure what it actually means. If it is offensive, could 
he withdraw it? 

The PRESIDENT: I am not going to rule it unparliamentary, but you know the rules. If somebody particularly 
takes offence at a remark, he or she can invite the member to withdraw it. However, I am not going to insist they 
do under those circumstances. 

Debate Resumed 
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Hon PETER COLLIER: Thank you, Mr President. I can assure the honourable member that it was not an 
insulting term. I was just asking him to be a little more positive with regard to the fact that we remain, without a 
doubt, by far the highest resourced state in the nation than any other state in the nation. Once again, I repeat, 
$18 731! 

Several members interjected. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: It is true! Members opposite cannot deny the facts: WA spends $18 731 per student—
again for Hansard—and the national average is $15 768. In addition, from 2009 to this current year, we have 
invested an unprecedented $1.56 billion in school infrastructure, which has resulted in 33 new schools and 799 
classrooms. Seven new schools have opened in 2014, including Byford Secondary College, which I opened a 
couple of weeks ago—it is magnificent new infrastructure; Hammond Park Primary School; John Butler Primary 
School; Wakelands Primary School; Tredown Primary School, which I am opening in a couple of weeks; 
Wandina Primary School and Yanchep Beach Primary School. We are committed to 75 major capital works 
projects to be completed this year at a total cost of over half a billion dollars; that is, $538 million. In 2013, some 
36 major projects were completed at a total cost of $423 million. The notion that we are underfunding education 
is abject nonsense. As I have said, we resource our students better than any other state in the nation and we inject 
literally billions of dollars into infrastructure. 

Let me move on to teachers in the short amount of time I have—I do not think the clock is actually working. I 
can keep going, of course. It appears it has been on seven minutes for some time. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! We will just clarify that. 

Hon Ken Travers: We’ve had enough! 

Hon PETER COLLIER: I do not mind; I am stuck in time. I know that! I am a conservative! 

The PRESIDENT: We are just trying to clarify the time. The clock was put on hold when the point of order was 
taken. I will make a judgement that it was three minutes ago, and we will allocate the time according to that. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: The clock is still going. Is it three minutes from the present time or three minutes 
from a minute ago? 
Hon Ken Travers: The minister is stuck is the 1950s! 
Hon PETER COLLIER: That is my joke. 

The PRESIDENT: We will start from about 4 minutes 47 seconds or whatever it was. The clock will be 
adjusted, but the member has about four and a half minutes left. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: Thank you, Mr President. Let us look at teachers. In 2008, when we took office, we 
had massive teacher shortages across Western Australia. We were hundreds of teachers short. It meant thousands 
and thousands of students did not have a teacher in front of them in classrooms; that is the absolute truth. 

Several members interjected. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: That is the absolute truth! At the time, Western Australia’s teachers were the lowest 
paid in the nation. However, at the moment they are the highest paid in the nation. That is not an accident; that is 
a direct result of the commitment of the Liberal–National government to reward appropriately one of the best 
professions on earth; that is what we have done. We now have seen salary increases — 
Several members interjected. 

Point of Order 
Hon DARREN WEST: I have just re-read the motion. I note the minister’s comments in relation to education. 
Part (b) of the motion calls on the Barnett government to use its extra revenue to cancel the planned funding cuts 
to schools and health, and to honour its election promises for public transport infrastructure. I do not read 
anything there about extolling how much teachers are getting paid or what was spent in previous years, or which 
state comes first. I would like the speaker to stick to the motion. 

The PRESIDENT: All speakers on this motion have ranged quite broadly, I would say, across the issues 
involving funding—education, public transport and health. Therefore, I do not see that the Leader of the House’s 
comments are any different in that sense from previous contributions. There is no point of order. 

Debate Resumed 

Hon PETER COLLIER: Thank you, Mr President. I did not intend to speak today, but when I heard the 
comments from the lead speaker, I noted they were factually incorrect. Western Australian teachers are by far the 
highest paid of any state in the nation. That is a result of the fact that we have shown our commitment to 
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teachers. For example, I refer to salaries for a top-of-the-level teacher. The lowest is in Queensland with 
$82 064; in fifth position is South Australia with $84 715; in fourth position is Tasmania with $85 868; in third 
position is Victoria with $87 467; in second position is New South Wales with $91 071; and, yet again, Western 
Australia is in first place with $95 459. We pay our teachers more than any other state in the nation. That is why 
we put a teacher in front of every classroom for the fourth year in a row. 

I will just spend the last couple of minutes talking about the Gonski reforms. 

Several members interjected. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: I will not take any interjections, Mr President, given that I have three minutes left. 

Talking about Gonski, the comments made by Hon Alanna Clohesy were factually incorrect. She stated that the 
Abbott government went into the last election saying it would fully fund Gonski for four years and that it had not 
done that. Western Australia did not commit to Gonski—I have been through that—as a result of the fact that it 
had governance issues embedded within the Australian Education Act. It was not in regard to the funding. As a 
result of a change of government—a terrific change of government—Christopher Pyne and Hon Tony Abbott, 
the Prime Minister, have said, “We are not going to embed those governance requirements on states; we are 
removing those from the act.” The Prime Minister said the government will not compel Western Australian 
teachers to report to Canberra. It will allow the governance of education to lie where it should be—in Western 
Australia. This government is very comfortable with the new funding model. We got $120 million over four 
years; exactly what the final offer was from the former federal Labor government. There has been no 
backtracking as far as the Gonski reforms are concerned. This government is delighted. We have our funds and 
we do not have any governance requirements from Canberra. That is just nonsense. In two or three years’ time 
we will continue that new national partnership with the federal government, the same as all states. If New South 
Wales and Victoria are angry about not getting $4 billion or $5 billion—I refer members to the comments I made 
five minutes ago—they should fund schools themselves and not rely on the federal government. They should not 
moan and groan because the federal government is not picking up the pieces; they should fund their own schools, 
like Western Australia does. We fund our schools, so we get penalised by the federal government. That is 
nonsense. 

In conclusion, I heard a member opposite say that to support better funding for Western Australia people should 
vote for Louise Pratt. I assume she also means to vote for Joe Bullock. I assume that is the case because he did 
not actually get a mention! 

Opposition members interjected. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: That stirred them up!  

The PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon PETER COLLIER: If members opposite and Western Australians want “real” representation in Canberra, 
they will continue the status quo by voting for David Johnston and for Michaelia Cash; and they can vote for 
Linda Reynolds, a wonderful candidate and a wonderful advocate for Western Australia. 

Tabling of Paper 
Hon KEN TRAVERS: Can I table the document that the member asked for earlier? 

The PRESIDENT: Yes, you can table the document. 

Hon KEN TRAVERS: It does not have the attachments and the tables at the back, because I wanted to save 
paper, but if the member wants those, I will get them for him as well. 

The PRESIDENT: Technically, you need to seek leave to table that. 

Hon KEN TRAVERS: I seek leave to table that. 

Leave granted. [See paper 1287.] 

Debate Resumed 
HON ADELE FARINA (South West) [11.22 am]: It is my pleasure to support the motion moved by 
Hon Alanna Clohesy in the house today. The only argument we heard from the Minister for Mental Health in 
response to the motion was that we will not actually get $500 million; it may be a little less than that. It does not 
really matter what that amount is, whether it is $500 million or a little less than that, the issue is what is the 
government going to do with that money, how is it going to spend it and how is it going to allocate it? Part of the 
motion asks the Barnett government — 
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… to use this extra revenue to cancel the planned funding cuts to schools and health, and to honour its 
election promises for public transport infrastructure; 

That is what the minister needed to address, but she did not address that at all. She simply said that it might be a 
little less than $500 million but did not bother to address the issue about how that money will be spent. All the 
minister would say is that that had already been taken into account in the midyear review. If the minister cannot 
tell this place how the government proposes to spend the additional money it will receive through this windfall, 
one can only assume that it is being spent to deal with the government’s overspending. She has not named any 
additional projects that will be funded. She simply said it has been sucked up in the midyear review and taken 
into account in the midyear review. If that is the case, we are seeing further evidence that this government cannot 
rein in its spending. No matter how much money the government gets, it keeps spending it with no additional 
projects or services being delivered to the people of Western Australia. That is absolutely appalling. 

There will be over $4 million in cuts to schools in the greater Bunbury area. That is a massive amount of money 
to be lost from schools in the greater Bunbury area. This was an opportunity for the Barnett government to say, 
“Yes, that’s right. We are getting greater returns from the GST than we had anticipated and yes, we have now 
reviewed the cuts that we were going to make to education—we’re going to put $X million back into education.” 
But it did not do that, and I do not understand why. What is the government spending the money on? It got 
sucked up in the budget midyear review—how? What is it being spent on? Why is education not a priority for 
this government when Western Australian students do not have good literacy and numeracy rates after going 
through our schools? It is extraordinary that students in this state can spend as much time as they do in primary 
and secondary school and come out not being able to read, not being able to do basic addition and subtraction, 
and not being able to count back change when they get their first retail job. It is just disgraceful. The Minister for 
Education might talk about how much money teachers are being paid, but I would much rather he talked about 
how he proposes to address the problems that we have in our schools with literacy and numeracy rates in 
constant decline. It is a massive problem. 

Hon Peter Collier interjected. 
Hon ADELE FARINA: I do not think that is going to deliver it. It is way too late to be doing those assessments. 
It is absolutely too late to be doing those assessments. 

Hon Helen Morton: Give us the debate instead of this silly resource thing! 

Hon ADELE FARINA: The minister was given an opportunity to respond and she chose not to. 
The PRESIDENT: Order, members! This debate has only one minute left. It is appropriate that the member on 
her feet has the opportunity to make her views known in that minute. 

Hon ADELE FARINA: Very quickly, I also want to touch on the massive hikes in TAFE fees. I was at a show 
on the weekend. A number of people came up to me and said, “I was proposing to enrol in TAFE this year to 
improve myself. I now have a couple of children and I realise I need to improve my earning capacity but I can’t 
afford to enrol.” It is a massive indictment on this government when people cannot afford to improve their 
earning capacity because of massive hikes in TAFE fees that have been introduced by this government. Although 
there is a $2 500 cap on a lot of courses this year, the reality is the resources fee that attaches to many courses 
doubles that fee. The lack of uniformity in that resource fee across the state is a disgrace. 

Motion lapsed, pursuant to standing orders. 
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